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On Friday, November 20th, TLTA hosted a meeting at the TLTA headquarters with staff from the Texas 
Senate and representatives of the Real Estate, Probate & Trust Law (REPTL) Section of the State Bar of 
Texas,  the Texas Association of Counties (TAC) and the County and District Clerks' Association of Texas 
(CDCAT). The purpose was to discuss possible options to provide greater clarity regarding H.B. 1683, the 
new law that requires a notary public's identifying number be included on notary seals as of January 1st, 
2016. At the meeting, we learned that Senator Huffman had requested that the Secretary of State's 
office initiate a rulemaking process to clarify this statute. This should prove helpful to both the county 
clerks and the title industry.  

This collaborative meeting was productive and provided welcome news regarding a potential means to 
clarify implementation of this law during the interim before the next legislative session that may 
ultimately yield more security for the title industry. The primary issues were how clerks should treat an 
absence of the identification number in the notary seal, how future courts may treat such an absence, 
and what could be done in the meantime before the Legislature has an opportunity to address any 
confusion that may result from the existing statute. TLTA learned that Senator Huffman’s office had 
reached out to the Secretary of State’s office (SOS) to see if rulemaking by that agency may provide 
some clarification. The attendees at this meeting hosted by TLTA agreed that interpretation of the 
statute in the form of a regulation by the SOS would help ease many concerns.  

We believe that the rule proposed by the SOS would have two primary elements. The first is that a 
notary seal of a notary whose commission or renewal of an existing commission occurred after January 
1st, 2016, would have to contain the notary's identification number. The second is that the notary seal 
for notaries commissioned or recommissioned prior to January 1st, 2016, could contain the notary's 
identification number, but that would not be required.  

Our understanding is that this clarifying rulemaking by the SOS is underway and likely to be in place by 
January or shortly thereafter. Such a rule by the SOS may allow clerks to accept documents not 
containing the identification number if not required by the rule. It may also reduce the likelihood of legal 
attacks in the future based on claims that a notary seal lacking the identification number was insufficient 



according to the language of the statute. 

While this development may provide for more security for our industry in the long run as well as 
smoother filings with the county clerks, it is important to note that this proposal would only be a rule, 
not a law. Therefore, as we have previously reported, the current view remains that the safest and best 
approach for notaries is to have a new seal with their identification number by January 1st, 2016. 

You can read our previous coverage on this issue here: 

• New Notary Seal Requirement: What You Need to Know (Nov. 4th, 2015) 

• Update on Notary Seal Issue (Nov. 11th, 2015) 

http://www.tlta.com/government_affairs/documents/Dateline_110415_NotarySealIssue.pdf
http://www.tlta.com/news/dateline/2015/dateline_111915.html

