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2015 STATE OF 
ASSOCIATION
W ow - it seems like I was just having 

my good luck black-eyed peas on 
New Year’s  and now it’s almost 

time for March Madness. Before 2014 is 
too much of a distant memory, I wanted to 
take a moment to share with you our joint 
accomplishments from last year. I hope 
you’ll take a quick minute from your busy 
schedule to look over our annual TLTA State 
of the Association and take pride in what we 
accomplished together last year.

I’ve described 2014 as the year of CFPB. 
TLTA was at the forefront of the industry, 
launching a multi-pronged strategy to get 
you prepared for implementation of the new 
TILA/RESPA Integrated Disclosures changes 

goals: maintain the role and relevance of 
the title agent in this framework; prepare 
and equip title agents and our related 
industry partners for this massive change; 
and minimize a slowdown in business when 

focused our education, communication and 

for one of the more sweeping changes in 
industry history. This report highlights those 

Of course, we were also gearing up for the 
current legislative session by meeting with 
new members of the Legislature as well 
as the veterans and working to form our 
legislative agenda. Additionally, your board 
and executive leadership spent time honing 
our message about the value of our industry 
and the strength of our regulatory system 

Texas. For instance, Texas already meets a 

now being expected of all title agents 
nationwide. We presented a comprehensive 
educational program at the Land Title 
Institute that walked participants through 
that comparison. 

Continuing to provide you with the latest 
industry news amidst all this change 
remained a key focus. Last year we rolled 
out our new CFPB e-newsletter and devoted 
a page to important CFPB News and 
educational opportunities on our website. 
We hope that the new format has been a 
helpful resource and we encourage your 
feedback on all our programming. This is 
your association and we want to make sure 
you have everything you need to do your 
job, serve your clients and prepare for the 
future.

Publishing this report is an annual reminder 

represent this great industry. I want to 
personally thank each of you for your 
dedication and support of TLTA, not only 
through your continued membership, but 
also with your trusted input and ongoing 
involvement. I look forward to working 
with each of you this year as we address the 
opportunities ahead together. Here’s to a 
great 2015!
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STRENGTH IN NUMBERS THROUGH  
STRONG MEMBERSHIP & SOUND FINANCIALS

1741 
Agent/Underwriters

CURRENT TLTA MEMBERS

570 
Individual Members

152 
Associate Members

2013-2014 REVENUE 2013-2014 EXPENSES

TOTAL MEMBERS

2,463

Interest/ 
Other Income

Publications

Conference

Education

Dues

$370,287

$143,320

$259,200

$783,223

$1,522,591

TOTAL

$3,078,621

Member Services

Publications

Conference

Education

Administration

Government 
 Relations

$251,766

$251,244

$235,607

$492,488

$461,961

$755,211

TOTAL

$2,448,277

FINANCIAL POSITION REMAINS STRONG
Net assets at year end — $2,940,711 representing 12 months of operating expenses.

90% of licensed agents and 
underwriters   doing business 
in Texas are TLTA members, and 

98% of those companies renewed their 
membership last year.
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A BUSY YEAR FOR TLTA 
ADVOCACY
CFPB and TILA/RESPA Strategy Dominates Focus on Federal Level

CFPB Inter-Industry Meeting

In 2014, TLTA:
 ■ Created and implemented a multi-pronged strategy 
to generate awareness of the new CFPB Integrated 
Disclosure form.

 ■ Created a special task force which drafted the 
proposed Texas Disclosure for use in conjunction 
with the new CFPB closing disclosure.

 ■ Provided CFPB Integrated Disclosure briefings for 
several associations including Texas Association of 
County Clerks, PRIA/PREP and Texas Association of 
Realtors.

 ■ Hosted meetings with related industry groups and 
key stakeholders to discuss the elements of the CFPB 
Integrated Disclosure rule and how to work together 
to ensure a smooth implementation. 

 ■ Provided regular email and newsletter updates on 
CFPB and other compliance issues in addition to 
specific webpages devoted to each topic.

 ■ Delivered specialized training on key regulatory 
changes including TILA/RESPA requirements.

 ■ Created extensive CFPB education at the TLTA annual 
conference including keynotes by CFPB policy 
staff and key representatives from the lending and 
software communities. 

 ■ Participated in the American Land Title Association’s 
Federal Conference in Washington, D.C.   While there 
the TLTA delegation also met with members of the 
Texas Congressional delegation to educate them 
about industry issues.

 ■ Participated in quarterly meetings of the National 
Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC) Title 
Working Group. 
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From left to right:  TLTA Immediate Past President Joe Grealish, 
Director of Government Affairs Aaron Day, Past President 
Randy Pittman, Past President Brian Pitman, ALTA Chief 
Executive Officer Michelle Korsmo, U.S. Congressman Marc 
Veasey, TLTA Executive Vice President & CEO Leslie Midgley, 
Member Randy Lee and Past President Phyllis Mulder.

TLTA also worked closely with the  
Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) 
and other state regulatory agencies.

In 2014, TLTA:

 ■ Participated in quarterly planning meetings with key 
TDI staff to identify areas of concern to the industry 
and Department.

 ■ Worked with TDI on new licensing changes and 
capitalization requirements and provided regular 
compliance updates to members.

 ■ Organized a Basic Manual task force in collaboration 
with TDI to undertake an overhaul of the Basic 
Manual to make it more user friendly. 

 ■ The regulatory committee reviewed numerous 
proposals and developed agenda items for next 
hearing (to occur after 2015 legislative session).

 ■ Organized a task force to study the statistical report 
and recommend any needed amendments.

 ■ Attended and monitored Texas Title Insurance 
Guaranty Association quarterly board meetings.

 ■ Advocated for, monitored and provided updates on 
TREC form changes. 

TLTA Stayed Busy at the Capitol 
During the Legislative Interim

 ■ Staff met regularly and worked closely with related 
industries to address key issues of common concern.

 ■ Worked with the leadership and legislative team on 
positive message development to prepare for 2015 
legislative session.

 ■ Reviewed a laundry list of potential issues and 
developed the affirmative agenda for the 2015 
legislative session.

TLTAPAC Raises New Record Amount
 ■ The TLTAPAC raised a record 
$200,338 and contributed 
to 100% of elected state 
candidates. We doubled our 
PAC fundraising in four years 
from $100,000 in 2010. 

2014 TLTA Board Meeting at the TLTA office in Austin.

TLTAPAC Board Meeting during the 2014 TLTA Annual 
Conference in San Antonio

TLTA Visits Capitol Hill
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 ■ At the Texas Land Title Institute and pre-program in 
December, more than 500 attorneys and advanced 
title practitioners listened as industry experts 
discussed topics including the latest legal updates,  
new regulations, CFPB requirements and case 
updates.

 ■ More than 2,600 professionals participated in TLTA 
webinars, 1,300+ attended live programs and 1,700 
utilized TLTA’s library of On Demand webinars.

 ■ Over 350 industry members participated in the 
successful Annual Conference & Business Meeting  
in San Antonio.

 ■ The On Demand webinar library was indexed by 
topic for ease of use and 30 webinars were added in 
2014, increasing the total to more than 60 webinars 
covering a comprehensive list of topics.

 ■ National and local experts came together to present 
“Understanding and Complying with Best Practices 
– A Practical Approach” in San Antonio as a pre-
program for the Land Title Institute.

 ■ The popular TITLE 101 webinar series was made 
available for On Demand viewing.

 ■ TLTA provided an updated and expanded program 
specifically for title company owners and managers 
to fulfill the new TDI management course 
requirement. The course was offered live and On 
Demand as a webinar. 

 ■ TLTA continued the valuable quarterly TDI 
compliance webinars to walk attendees through 
the most common violations discovered during TDI 
audits.

Serving as Your Source for 
Continuing Education & 
Industry Updates

2014 Land Title School of Texas
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 ■ TLTA kept members abreast of industry news, 
trends and legislative and regulatory developments 
through our popular e-newsletters. We also provide 
time-sensitive updates and alerts with our Breaking 
News email and topical information with CFPB News. 
8,000+ readers received more than 80 industry 
newsletters, regulatory updates and breaking news 
alerts in total.

 ■ We refreshed the TLTA Facebook page in 2014 to 
highlight our member news and events. Follow us at 
facebook.com/TexasLand. 

 ■ More than 78,000 people visited the TLTA website, 
where the most popular sites were the membership 
directory, annual conference and webinars.

 ■ We’re here when you need us. Each week, the staff 
fields dozens of member and consumer requests for 
information. Additionally, TLTA serves as the official 
voice for the industry, responding to media requests 
throughout the year.

TLTA Past Presidents Diane Dietert (left) and Mike Ramsay (far 
right) visit with President-Elect Dawn Moore at the 2014 TLTA 
Annual Conference

2014 Land Title School of Texas workshop

TLTA Communications:   
Providing the Latest Information You 
Need When and How You Need it

2014 TLTA Land Title Institute at San Antonio

2014 South Texas Seminar at McAllen
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Number of Certified Title Professionals Continues to Grow
 ■  In a demonstration of knowledge, professionalism 
and distinction, several title industry professionals 
gained certification in 2014 as a Certified Abstract 
Examination Associate (CAEA), Certified Escrow 
Settlement Associate (CESA) or Certified Title 
Insurance Associate (CTIA). 

Certification Program Updates
 ■ The Certification application and renewal forms 
were refreshed and streamlined to make them more 
accessible and user friendly. 

 ■ More webinars geared specifically toward core 
certification knowledge areas were offered and 
added to TLTA’s On Demand Library to help 
applicants prepare for the exam.

 ■ TLTA increased the number of testing locations for 
ease of accessibility. 

Teresa Frost receives the Title Person of the Year Award, TLTA’s 
highest honor

 
 

Questions?
If you have any questions about the information 
in this report, please contact us at 512. 472.6593 
or tlta@tlta.com. 

2014 Award Winners — Recognizing Excellence
To continue the tradition of recognizing leaders and volunteers who have made exemplary contributions to the 
industry, TLTA presented four awards at the Annual Conference in June. The winners were:

Roland Love receives the President’s Award from President Joe 
Grealish during the 2014 TLTA Annual Conference

 ■ Title Person of the Year:  
Teresa Frost, CTIA 
National Investors Title Insurance Company 

 ■ President’s Award:  
Roland Love 
Winstead 
 

 ■ Professional Excellence Awards:  
Paul McNutt, Jr. 
Title Resources Guaranty Company 
 
Robin D. Pearson, CTIA 
Central Texas Title

mailto:tlta@tlta.com

