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Who doesn’t like a good deal, especially when it comes to expensive software? In today’s digital world, 
cybercriminals are using increasingly sophisticated methods to break into personal computers and steal 
sensitive information. Recent reports indicate that attackers are taking advantage of popular platforms 
like YouTube and Google Search to spread malicious software. They specifically target individuals 
looking for free or “cracked” versions of software.

Cybercriminals are posing as helpful guides on YouTube, offering tutorials for popular software 
installation. These videos often direct viewers to the video descriptions or comment sections, where 
links to supposedly (free or discounted) legitimate software downloads are provided. However, instead 
of genuine software, these links lead to malware known as “infostealers.” Once installed, infostealers can 
collect personal data, including passwords and cryptocurrency wallet information.

Similarly, on Google Search, attackers manipulate search results related to pirated software. When 
unsuspecting users click on these links, they are directed to fake download sites that host the same 
harmful software.

To further conceal their activities, cybercriminals use well-known file hosting services like Mediafire and 
Mega.nz, which makes it difficult for platform vendors to track and remove the malware. Additionally, 
they may password-protect the downloads or encode the files, which complicates early detection by 
security systems.

TAKEAWAYS:

•	 If it sounds too good to be true, it usually is

•	 Avoid Pirated Software: Downloading unauthorized software not only violates legal standards but 
also significantly increases the risk of malware infections

•	 Be Cautious with Links: Refrain from clicking on links in video descriptions or comments, especially 
those promising free software

•	 Use Trusted Sources: Always download software directly from official websites or authorized 
distributors to ensure authenticity

•	 Maintain Updated Security Software: Ensure your antivirus and anti-malware programs are up-to-
date to detect and prevent potential threats

•	 Stay Informed: Regularly educate yourself about common cyber threats and the tactics employed 
by cybercriminals to enhance your online safety


